Invites out for Birmingham bio-anniversary

BIOLOGICAL engineering at the University of Birmingham, UK, is celebrating its 50th anniversary next year, and past and present staff and alumni are commemorating the event with a symposium and dinner on 25 April 2008.

“We are trying to contact all graduates, technicians and academic staff, but it is inevitable that some will be missed,” explains Alvin Nienow, emeritus professor of Biochemical Engineering at Birmingham. “So we are inviting all those who read this to contact us and to pass on the information to any of their peers who may have missed it, and invite along anyone else who is interested as well.” 

Biological engineering at Birmingham started in September 1958 with a one year MSc course, a PhD programme and the first building containing a laboratory and pilot plant entirely devoted to the topic in a university anywhere in the world.  It established a broad-brush approach, covering not just biological processes for pharmaceuticals but also food process engineering and biological aspects of handling waste and pollution such as water treatment and composting. Birmingham awarded its first PhDs in 1962 and since its inception, some 550 MScs and 200 PhDs have graduated in biological (later re-christened biochemical) engineering. 

Anyone wishing to attend the 50th anniversary symposium and dinner should contact Alvin Nienow (a.w.nienow@bham.ac.uk; +44 (0)121-414 5325)

